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The "Egg Products Inspection Act"
Boyd J. Bonzer, Extension Poultryman

The "Egg Products Inspection Act" was made Public Law 91-597 on December 29,
1970. The provisions of the Act directed at egg products went into force July 1,
1971, and the shell egg provisions became effective July 1, 1972.
The intent of th^ Act is to assure the consumer that his health and welfare
are being protected by adoption of measures which will insure that eggs and egg
products consumed by him are wholesome, otherwise not adulterated and properly
labeled and packaged.

The policy of Congress was to provide for the inspection of certain egg products,
place restrictions on the disposition of certain qualities of eggs and develop more
uniformity of standards for eggs. It would regulate the processing and distribution
of eggs and egg products to prevent the movement or sale of eggs that are determined
unfit for human food into the human food channels.

The Act is administered at the Federal level by the Consumer and Marketing
Service, Poultry Division, of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Supervision at
the state level is through a combination of U.S.D.A. inspectors in processing plants,
State Department of Agriculture inspectors in the shell egg packing establishments
and State Public Health officials at the food manufacturer level (bakery, restaurant,
etc.).

Each state official is responsible to his own state office who in turn

has a working agreement with U.S.D.A. for conducting the inspection work in the
state.

Phase I, or the egg products section of the Act, requires that all eggs pro
cessed and placed in commerce after July 1, 1971, have to be processed in a U.S.D.A.
supervised plant. Any egg products used for human food after July 1, 1972, have
to originate from a U.S.D.A. qualified processing plant. This part of the Act
eliminated many small breakers which were not able to comply with U.S.D.A. standards.
Phase II of the Act is directed at the shell egg packer who packs eggs for
ultimate human consumption. At this point, eggs classified as restricted eggs
(checks, dirties, leakers, loss, inedibles and incubator rejects) must be removed
and handled separately.

The checks and dirties can be placed in a case together and labeled "Restricted

eggs, for processing only in a U.S.D.A. Egg Products Plant," or packed separately
and labeled as "Checks" or "Dirties" in place of "Restricted eggs" on the label.
These can be used as human food after being processed at a U.S.D.A. plant. Records
must be kept which will show the quality of eggs handled and disposition of restricted
eggs.

Leakers, loss, inedible and incubator rejects must be denatured or decharacterized

at the point of separation so that they could not possibly be used as human food.
However, they can be shipped and made into animal feed.

33

-

2

-

The Act requires that all egg packers must register with U.S.D.A. and receive
an identification number. All plants grading shell eggs for retail stores,
restaurants, institutions or food manufacturers, producers who are packers if

they have more than 3000 layers, and all hatcheries must register with U.S.D.A.
They will be checked periodically to see that they are complying with the law.
Of most concern is the way the restricted eggs are handled and that adequate records
are maintained.

There are certain exceptions to the Act.

Producer-packers with less than

3000 layers, producers whose sales are directly to household consumers on their
own premises or on a route (if they have over 3000 layers they still must register)
and egg packers whose sales are directly to the household consumers on the packer's
own premises are exempted from the Act.

Food businesses are regulated by the Food and Drug Administration.

Those

who break eggs for use in their products or in preparing meals (food manufacturers,
restaurants, institutions, etc.) may receive and break only clean, sound shelled

eggs that contain no more restricted eggs than allowed in U.S. Consumer Grade
"B" eggs. They may buy dried, liquid and frozen eggs only from U.S.D.A. inspected
plants.

The Act reqtiires unifom standards for eggs moving in interstate commerce
after July 1, 1972, No state may require standards for eggs moving in interstate
commerce that are different from or in addition to the official U.S.D.A. standards

for grade and size. The contiguous states or local governments may not require
that labels indicate the origin of shell eggs but can require that the name, address

and official plant number of the packer be placeddn the container for eggs that
move interstate.

States are allowed to impose laws or regulations more

strict than the Act.
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